Parnell
said smilingly: 41 have analysed the specimens* and they
go 32 ounces of gold to the ton/   I said he was wrong*   He
then took from his pocket a scrap of paper and read,4 25 ounces
gold, 5 ounces silver/   I replied that that was indeed remark-
able, for it exactly coincided with the analysis of Johnson,
Matthey and Co*, the famous metallurgists*   Parnell then
showed me the small pin-point of gold he had obtained*   I
expressed surprise at his work*   He said: * The fact is, I
take an interest in the matter*   I have a small workshop to
test minerals in the mountains of Wicklow, some portion of
which I own**   The astonishing thing is that, while his
hundreds of thousands of adherents were fulminating against
The Timest he was quietly working away, testing minerals ia
his laboratory*"1
III
The commission began its work on September 17, 1888*
The commissioners were Mr* Justice Hannen, Mr* Justice
Day, and Mr* Justice Smith* They sat for one hundred and
twenty-eight days, rising for the last time on November 33,
1889* Over four hundred and fifty witnesses were examined,
including Delaney, one of the Phoenix Park murderers, a
middle-sized, stoutish man, with yellow-red hair, looking more
like a Russian than an Irishman, who gave evidence in favour
of The Times* This murderer, whose brother was hanged*
had been condemned to death, but, on confessing, was
reprieved and given a life sentence* The proceedings were
drawn out to the point of weariness by Sir Richard Webster,
who, in spite of protests from the commissioners, insisted
on reading masses of literature, some of which had singularly
little relevance to the enquiry* His object plainly was to
exhaust the public interest in the case, which he did until
1 Extracted from an article in Leisure Hour*
350